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INTRODUCTION
After noticing the growing challenge of street children in several Ugandan cities, and
concerned with the implications of this challenge on the communities’ health, security
and loss of productivity, Busitema University Faculty of Health Sciences together with
Mbale City and Kitibwa Foundation, organised a one-day symposium on street Children
in Mbale City, on 17th August 2022, at the Wash and Wills Hotel, under the theme:
Every Child a decent Living; Dialoguing for Action on Street Children in Mbale city.
The Symposium was attended by 90 participants drawn from the Ministry of Gender,
Labor and Social Development (MoGLSD), Busitema University, Mbale City
Administration, Mbale District Administration, UNICEF, Uganda Army (UPDF), Uganda
Police, Private Sector, several Non-government Organisations, Financial and Vocational
Training Institutions.
The Symposium was opened by Hon. Peace Regis Mutuuzo, the Minister of State for
Gender and Culture who, in her speech, described the current status of street children
in Uganda and the causes, informed the audience what MoGLSD and its partners are
doing, and challenged listeners with the need to come up with locally formulated
solutions to this challenge. The symposium deliberations included key note addresses
from UNICEF and Busitema University, Presentations from Mbale Resident City
Commissioner, from Mbale City Probation Officer, from Mbale City Health Officer, Lived
experiences of former street children turned into productive Citizens, Educational
Entertainment from former Street Children undergoing Rehabilitation and Skilling, Round
table discussions and General discussions. Blessed with a rare beautiful weather in
Mbale’s rainy season, the symposium deliberations lasted till late evening and ended a
declaration that is presented in the next pages.

DECLARATION
We the stakeholders gathered here at Wash and will hotel on 17th August 2022, with a
theme of the Symposium “Every child a decent living, dialoging for action in Mbale city”,
Who have been able to define who a street child is,
Aware that they are usually underestimated due to the methods of data collection used
which focus on household population using a defacto census,
Having dialogued on the push factors for the street children which include poverty,
domestic violence, failed families, famine, unplanned pregnancy, orphanhood and natural
calamities, among others,
Having identified the pull factors that include but are not limited to earning money from
begging or from petty jobs like fetching water or collecting rubbish, streets generally having
a better life than home, unawareness of where home is or simply unawareness of the home
circumstance themselves, existence of organizations/networks enticing some children to end
up on the streets, opportunities and freedom that come along with being “untouchable”,
Knowing that more than half of the street children do not have a chance to study or train in
skill and hence contributing to a big mass of unproductive labor force,
Suffering failure to meet basic needs, peer pressure to do things they do not want but which
make them fit in the group, stigma, inherent danger and physical abuse, girls living on the
Streets suffering sexual abuse and some ending up with fatherless children,
Experiencing poor health like Skin infections, Respiratory infections, TB, Gastro-intestinal
infections, Diarrhoea diseases, Parasitic infestations, HIV/AIDS and Sexually transmitted
infections, Sexual and Reproductive health disorders (adolescent pregnancy & mortality),
Mental ill-health, Child labour exploitation, Stereotypes and superstitions by the community,
stigmatization by the health care providers and other community members who feel they are
a threat to the security of the city.
With a lot of barriers to access education, health care, proper nutrition, proper housing,
exposing their lives to environmental and occupational health hazards, living a destitute life
where one has to beg or steal to survive or engage in dubious activities. The majority of the
street children are young and since they are in a destitute status, they end up being victims
of child labor and child trafficking in the most desperate situations.

Involved in acts like Substance abuse, Alcohol,
Marijuana, Aviation fuel, and Glue and Sexual
abuse, which affects their mental health and
functioning. The majority of them look for small
amounts of money that can enable them acquire
substances like “Miira” which is as cheap as
Uganda shillings 100 per a few leaves and
aviation fuel that comes at a cost of about
Uganda shillings 500 per drop.
Taken advantage of being involved in acts not
acceptable to our culture like transactional,
transgender, bestiality, physical abuse to the
community; bodily injury due to a life of
violence, having poor nutrition and poor
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hygiene, and staying in overcrowding places. The girls have been recruited into a group 3
known as “Team no sleep” which gives them a chance to actively get involved in prostitution.
Some of the street girls are employed in bars and lodges to guard rooms of the senior
prostitutes and this, in the long run, motivates them to indulge in prostitution.
Having identified that there are opportunities among the street children that include, having
an organised system of operations which we can ride on to reach out to them, access to
health services in government health facilities and universal primary and secondary
education, government’s concern about children on the street, some development partners
interest in vulnerable populations, government’s introduction of a skilling program for the
youth in Uganda,

HEREBY DECLARE THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMME OF ACTION
Recognizing the urgent need to translate the Declaration into a practical and workable
Programme of Action, the 17th August 2022 Mbale Symposium on Street Children:

I. PUSH FACTORS
1. Urges the government of Uganda, and in cooperation with development partners and
other key stakeholders, to devise and promote activities that will translate into increased
household incomes and food security, especially in the rural areas of the country.
2. Urges the government of Uganda, and in cooperation with development partners and
other key stakeholders, to continually sensitize families on the need to produce the number
of children they can take care of.
3. Urges the Ugandan Ministry of Gender, Labor
and Social Development, Churches, Nongovernment Organisations and other key
stakeholders, to sensitize and counsel parents
on their roles in raising children, including the
right to discipline them within expected limits.
The wrong perception that government is
against punishment (rather than corporal
punishment) of children by parents should be
revisited and clarified.
4. Urges Universities and other think tanks in the
country to devise innovations or ways that can
minimise the raising of children by step-parents
in the country.
5. Urges the government of Uganda, and in
cooperation with development partners and
other key stakeholders, to revisit the policy of
girl child and encompass the boy child too.
6. Urges the government of Uganda, and in
cooperation with development partners and
other key stakeholders, to recognise and devise
a solution for a generation of youth likely to end
up with little or no education owing to the
COVID-19 lockdown.

3
7. Urges the law enforcement agencies, Churches,
Non-government
Organisations,
sensitized
WhatsApp groups and other key stakeholders to
establish/strengthen reporting mechanisms that
can identify children affected by high levels of
domestic violence at home level and cause
appropriate interventions
II. PULL FACTORS
1. Urges City and other local authorities in Uganda
to pass ordinances that bar the handing out of
money to street children and other beggars in their
jurisdictions
2. Urges city and other local authorities to
continuously sensitise street children and other
community members about the availability of free
educational and skilling services in which these
children can partake rather than staying on streets.
3. Urges city and local authorities to sensitise
community members against providing petty jobs to
these children as a form of cheap labour that
encourages their stay on the streets.
4. Urges government and local authorities to investigate and neutralise the organised criminal
groups that facilitate the activities of the street children and also consider creating alternative
sources of livelihood.
5. Urges Universities and other think tanks in the country to devise innovations or ways that
would make it unbearable for any child to leave home, stay and live on the streets in urban
Uganda
III. REHABILITATION AND RESTORATION
1. Urges the government of Uganda, and in cooperation with development partners and other
key stakeholders, to recognise that street children can be rehabilitated and turned into useful
citizens in the country.
2. Urges the government of Uganda, and in cooperation with development partners and
other key stakeholders, to recognise that rescue of the street children should be full circle,
involving understating and befriending them, providing them basic needs including
appropriate rehabilitation, exposure to education or skills training and then start-up kits
after training. Simply getting them off the streets and damped somewhere does not work.
3. Urges local and central government to create linkages between rehabilitation homes
and existing free government services such as Universal primary and secondary schools,
youth skilling program, public health services (health centres and hospitals) to enhance
uptake of these services by children. This will greatly minimise the cost-of-service delivery
in these homes and go a long way in impacting the lives of the children.

4. Urges government and all other stakeholders to support rehabilitation homes for these
children through provision of logistical items like clothes, food, medicines, scholastic materials
and the extension of mental health, other medical and spiritual services.
5. Urges government and non-government organisations to support extension of existing
medical services such as mental health services (with emphasis on alcohol and substance use
services), HIV counselling and testing, family planning/contraception, treatment of common
illnesses such as diarrheal diseases, etc to the street children through community outreaches.
6. Urges the government of Uganda, and in cooperation with development partners,
churches and other key stakeholders, to develop capacity of participating NGOs to be able
to provide street children with a complete circle rescue service.
7. Urges NGOs offering services to street children to device ways of promoting
sustainability by relying less on external funding, and coming up with innovative ways of
accessing government support or generating income locally.
8. Urges the government of Uganda, and in cooperation with development partners,
churches and other key stakeholders, to identify and present as role models fully
rehabilitated former street children who have graduated from universities/vocational
training institutions and now set to become responsible citizens in the country.
9.
Urges the government of Uganda, and in cooperation with development partners
and other key stakeholders, to promote uptake and integration of street children into
families (biological, foster or adoption families).
10. Urges Universities and other think tanks in the country to devise ways that can
promote the uptake of street children by foster or adoption families in Uganda and
beyond.
11. Urges religious and cultural leaders to get involved in the fight against the influx of
street children by extending spiritual services to families and children as a way of
restoring morality and responsibility in the communities.
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