Busitema University enters into new collaborations to advance research
and development in traditional and complementary medicine
Busitema University has entered into a new collaboration with the University of Free State
South Africa in a bid to collaborate in human resource capacity building, research and
technology transfer. This initiative is championed by the Secretariat of Science, Technology
and Innovation in the Office of the President of the Republic of Uganda (STI-OP) as a
strategy to fight poverty and underdevelopment.
To this effect, STI-OP under the visionary leadership of H.E the President of Uganda Gen.
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni has established the Uganda Pathogen Economy Bureau to provide
technical and financial support to scientists in various national research institutes and
universities to undertake R&D as a springboard for socioeconomic transformation of
Ugandans. Among the priority areas of this investment is the harnessing of the rich diversity
of natural resources in Uganda to provide high value pharmaceutical products that can be
used as traditional and complementary medicine in management of various endemic
infectious diseases but also the non-communicable diseases that are on steep rise in the
country.
As a pioneer beneficiary of the Presidential Scientific Initiative on Epidemics (PRESIDE),
Busitema is establishing a Centre of Excellence in Natural Products Research and Innovation
at the Faculty of Health Sciences - Mbale Campus to under Research and Development
(R&D) in traditional and complementary medicine in the region. This center was one of the
various sites inspected by the World Health Organization –Traditional Medicine (WHO-TM)
mission in March 2022. Following this inspection, the WHO-TM recommended that the
center undertakes a benchmarking visit to established institutions in the region to ensure
Good Laboratory Practices (GLP) and Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP).
Consequently, with funding from Government of Uganda through the Secretariat of Science,
Technology and Innovation - Office of President, a delegation from Busitema University lead
by the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Paul Waako (Clinical Pharmacologist) visited the University of
Free State, South Africa being hosted by Prof. Gilbert M. Matsabisa, Department of
Pharmacology. The other members of the delegation were Dr. Samuel Baker Obakiro (Head
of Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics) and Dr. Richard Oriko Owor (Natural
Product Chemist at the Department of Chemistry).
The team spent four days at UFS, Bloemfontein from 18th - 21st July 2022 during which they
visited various teaching and laboratory facilities at the Department of Pharmacology,
Microbiology and Biochemistry, Virology, Chemistry, Physics, Centre of Microscopy and
Nursing simulation centre. The team also visited the famous Clinical trial center,
Pharmacology GLP and GMP facilities (under construction) as well as the student’s sports
complex. With the support of Dr. Cornelius Hagenmeier (Head of Office of International
Affairs), the delegation paid courtesy calls to the Director of Research, Dean of Faculty of

Health Sciences, Dean of Faculty of Natural Sciences and Agriculture and the Rector and
Vice- Chancellor of UFS Prof. Francis Peterson.
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On 19th July 2022, the two institutions represented by their respective Vice-Chancellors
signed a memorandum of Understanding to allow mutual collaborations in the different
aspects of training, research and technology transfer. Among the priority areas to collaborate
in include joint research projects, student and staff exchange programmes, development of
unique academic programmes and technology transfer. Prof. Waako thanked Prof. Peterson
for accepting to collaborate with Busitema University and pointed out that successful
implementation of the MoU will in addition contribute to strengthening the bilateral relations
that the two countries have enjoyed over the past especially in the field of Higher Education.
To kick start the implementation of the MoU, UFS offered 3 post-doctoral students’
opportunities in Ethnopharmacology (2) and Virology (1) for Busitema University academic
staff.
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Prof. Glen Taylor, Director of research also expressed his happiness about the signed MoU
and pledged his unwavering support during the implementation of MoU. He promised to
share his rich experience and expertise in the areas of establishing successful
academia-industry partnerships as well as setting up spin off companies that can bring returns
to the University. It was also interesting to note that the two institutions offer a bridging
programme for students from secondary who have not excelled to join University and other
institutions of higher education although UFS has a longer experience of offering the
programme. Dr. Cornelius Hagenmeier from the office of International Affairs highlighted
that the visit marked the beginning of a long and deep collaboration between the two
institutions that will see both institutions grow to greater heights and make significant
contributions to their societies as the two institutions share a lot of common features. He
emphasized that with advancement in digital platforms, virtual meetings and engagement
should make the implementation of the MoU more robust, simple and effective.
The Dean of Faculty of Health Sciences UFS was also excited about the collaboration and he
quickly pointed out his interest in the field of Pathology, Maternal and Child Health, Surgery,
traditional medicine and Non communicable diseases especially Cancer and Diabetes
Mellitus. He promised to engage with his fellow Colleague, the Dean of Faculty of Health
Sciences at Busitema University Prof. Julius Wandabwa for more engagement. Prof. GM.
Matsabisa, a regional expert in traditional medicines and a contact person in signing of this
MoU was extremely excited as the two centres involved in traditional medicine R&D are
going to share knowledge, skills and technologies. The Dean of Faculty of Natural Sciences
and Agriculture (Name) also promised his support to the implementation of the MoU
especially in the areas of microbiology, agronomy, chemistry, physics and material sciences.

Dr. Samuel Baker Obakiro, Lead Scientist of Busitema University Natural Products and Drug
Discovery Research group (BUNaPReG) was excited about the collaboration as it will greatly
contribute to moving the discovered products from the laboratory into the clinic for patient
care and hence socioeconomic transformation. Additionally, it contributes to the training of a
critical mass of highly skilled local scientists in advanced and internationally recognized
facilities like Farmovs and the various GLP facilities present at UFS.

